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 Do we wish to find some feelings of newness or renewal, of 

something new being born in our midst? Advent is where we 

start looking for that. Advent is where we look deep inside 

ourselves to find that space where the Holy Spirit might 

reach out and grab us, help us have an Epiphany (another 

pun intended), and tell us that the transformation that can 

come through Jesus Christ is available to us é but we need 

to slow down and let it. Not rushing through one thing to get 

to another. Not overlooking our preparation and prayer. Not 

letting ourselves ignore signs that may point the way to what 

God has in store for us. 
 

Even as this holiday season falls in the midst of challenging 

times, times when we may expect to face difficult choices 

and decisions in our new future é. take a moment, stop, and 

look at what signs are already emerging in this church  

community. The first auction in many years grossing  

approximately $13,000. New members joining in November, 

and again in December. 75 letters were sent to Congress on  

hunger. The Peace and Social Justice committee, formed 

only this year, taking action on numerous fronts. Things are 

being born, out of our prayer and reflection. New life, just as 

it came that night in the stable so long ago, may also come 

again and again and again. 
 

My prayer for all of us this Advent is that we indeed make 

our hearts a place where a blessing of peace would desire to 

abide and where the birth of the Prince of Peace might take 

place. Advent will relinquish itself to Christmas, the Three 

Kings shall make their trek as Epiphany comes, and soon 

these seasons will be in our past. Be awake, keep watch. 

Look for the signs. My prayer is also that we make this  

congregation a place where that blessing of peace always 

abides, where the birth of the Prince of Peace can happen in 

all moments, and where the transformation that Christ brings 

blesses us in every moment.     

 

                          Blessings,        

                                  Pastor Jason                                                          

 
 

 Keep Awake é.. 
 

I may be cheating a little here. Itôs the day before Thanksgiving 

and Iôm pondering Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany all at the 

same time. Such it is with a newsletter for 2 months! My 

thoughts are on the reflection quote I chose for the bulletin this 

coming Sunday é which isnôt even a Sunday in December or 

January. Hmmm. 
 

Advent is the perfect time to clear and prepare the Way. Advent 

is a winter training camp for those who desire peace. By 

reflection and prayer, by reading and meditation, we can make 

our hearts a place where a blessing of peace would desire to 

abide and where the birth of the Prince of Peace might take 

place.     ~ Edward Hays 
 

Clear and prepare the way. A training camp for those who desire 

peace. Reflection and prayer, reading and meditation. All good 

things. All very important. One of the perennial issues of Advent 

is that frequently, too many just want to skip right through it and 

get to Christmas. And thatôs a shame. When we do, we miss out 

on too much. Advent has its own set of wonderful hymns, but it 

also has its own set of wonderful spiritual practices ï the  

reflection and prayer and reading and meditation.  
 

Skipping Advent to get to Christmas is the theological cousin of 

the secular worldôs desire for immediate gratification, for  

wanting everything NOW, for being unwilling to wait. The  

current barrage of ads for ñBlack Friday,ò and for stores that are 

now even opening on Thanksgiving night to get a larger number 

of people in to shop, is a perfect example. The Thanksgiving  

turkey at our home will go in the oven about 24 hours from this 

very moment, and the holiday is already being gobbled up (pun 

intended) by the desire to get to the next holiday. No time to 

clear and prepare the way. 
 

Christmas will come whether we pay attention to Advent or  

not, but what does it end up meaning if we are 

unwilling to prepare? We know the story, we 

know that we will mark the birth of Jesus Christ ï 

as we always do. But what does  this mean?  
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Worship Services in December   
 

¶ December 4th ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Communion - New Member Joining  

      Isaiah 40:1-11 

      Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

      Eloise Boyle, Worship Leader 
 

¶ December 11th ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant! 

Psalm 126 
 

¶ December 18th ~ 4th Sunday of Advent 

Luke 1:26-38 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Paul Hoerlein, Worship Leader 
 

¶ December 21st  ~ Blue Christmas/Longest Night 

7pm in the Chapel 
 

¶ December 24th ~ Christmas Eve  

2pm - Afternoon Service                                  

7pm - Community Candle lighting Service 

Luke 2:1-20 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 
 

¶ December 25th  ~ Christmas Day 

Psalm 98 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Barb Lynch, Worship Leader 
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Worship Services in  January 

 
¶ January 1st ~ New Year's Day 

Luke 2:22-40 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Barb Lynch, Worship Leader 
 

¶ January 8th ~ Three Kings Day 

                         /El Día de los Tres Reyes 

     Communion Sunday 

     Matthew 2:1-12    

     Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

     Gordon Godwin, Worship Leader 
 

¶ January 15th ~ Re-Affirmation of Baptism 

Mark 1:4-11 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Jo Harris, Worship Leader 
 

¶ January 22nd 

Mark 1:14-20 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Barb Anderson, Worship Leader 
 

¶ January 29th 

Mark 1:21-28 

Rev. Jason Boyd, preaching 

Meredith Gaskill, Worship Leader 

  

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events!!!  

Join us for a lively discussion of our faith 
and enjoy a glass of wine on  

Tuesday, December 20th at  7:00pm  
at Lucia in Park Place in Kirkland  
AND on Tuesday, January 24th!  

  

Bring your lunch & eat 
with Pastor Jason on 
Thursday, Dec. 8th 
and/or Jan. 12th at 
1:00pm in the Lounge. 

Christmas Concert  
 

December 16th  

at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary  
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 First 

Friday Film        

Festival  
 

Featured film:  

 òLittle Town of Bethlehemó 
 

Starring:  A documentary        
 

When:   Friday,  December 2nd  

Where:  KCC, UCC  

                 viewed in the Helliwell Room  

Time:    7:00 PM for Pizza & Snacks  

                7:30 PM  film shown  

Who:      Adults, Young Adults,  

                       High School  Youth  
  

  

 "Little Town of Bethlehem" shares the 

gripping story of three men, born into violence, 

willing to risk everything to bring an end to 

violence in their lifetime. A Christian, a 

Muslim, and a Jew -shaped by events of their 

Palestinian and Israeli upbringing -find 

inspiration in the words and actions of Martin 

Luther King Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. Sami, 

Ahmad, and Yonatan believe that violence can 

indeed be stopped but recognize their own 

struggles will remain. Yet 

they will struggle together 

to discover a common 

humanity through non -

violent action. In the city of 

Bethlehem where it is said 

God became man, these men 

stand alongside others 

whose central desire is to be 

accepted and treated as 

fully human. Their story 

brings fresh hope to the ongoing conflict 

between Palestine and Israel while taking a 

stand against violence throughout the world.  
 

This is NOT  a Family Film  
 

No Admission Fee  
Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education,  

Kirkland Congregational Church,   UCC  

Christian Education & Ministry News               by Gale Peterson  

2011 Christmas Pageant  
 

December 11th  
   

ñSing With     
        Joyò 
 
 

The annual Christmas Pageant for 2011 will be  
performed on Sunday, December 11,  during the 
worship service. This year we will celebrate Godôs 
gift of love by retelling the traditional story of the 
birth of Jesus as written in the Gospels of Luke 
and Matthew, interspersed with familiar carols 
and special music. 
 

Our featured performers are all of our children 
and youth.  We have begun to learn the songs for 
this yearôs event, so we encourage children to be 
present on Sunday mornings as much as possible 
so they can learn the music and feel comfortable  
participating in the pageant.  
 

Dress rehearsal for the children & youth 
will be Saturday, Dec. 10th,  at 10:00 AM .  
We will spend one hour staging all the characters 
and practicing the music and timing.  All children 
and youth are asked to be present for this  
rehearsal. 
 

Following the rehearsal , the children and 
youth make Christmas ornaments  for the families 
on the Tree of Angels.   
 

On Sunday, Dec. 11th, the children and 
youth need to be at the church at 10:15 AM 
to get into their  
costumes and  
practice the music one 
last time.  
 
There will be a special new 
addition to our pageant this 
year.  You will not want to miss 
it.  
 
Come and be a part of the festivities!! 



 

  

22nd Annual Tree of Angels  
December Mission 

Project 
 

On the First Sunday of  

Advent, Sunday, Nov. 27th, 

the Tree of Angels, was in 

place in the KCC Lounge. 

The Tree is sponsored by 

our Jr. &  Sr. High Youth.  
 

The Tree of Angels is decorated with gift 

tags--each bearing the first name, age, and 

wish of a person in a family with which we 

are linked in a partnership with KITH 

(Kirkland Interfaith Transitions in  

housing). We have 14 children and adults 

represented on the tree this year.  
 

The Tree of Angels works like  this:   You 

take a gift tag that fits your budget,é.read 

the wish,....find a present which comes close 

to filling it,é. wrap the gift,é. label it with 

the name and the original gift tag, ...and... 

place it back under the tree no later than 

Sunday, December 11, 2011  
 

Families being  supported by KITH are not  

eligible for holiday  food baskets through 

Hopelink, so we will also have opportunities 

to provide food items for a holiday dinner for 

each family  on the tree. A gift tag will be 

available to provide food as one of the gifts. 

The choice will be yours: A specific gift, or a 

gift of food, or both.  
 

We will also purchase gifts using money 

from the "Common Cents Fund."  If you 

are unable to get out to shop or have limited 

funds, you can still participate in this  

meaningful project by making a donation to 

the "Common Cents Fund" and the youth 

will do your shopping for you.  
 

We have supported KITH through our Tree 

of Angels for 22 years.  Please join in as we 

continue to support KITH with our special 

December All -Church Mission Project.  

January  

Mission  

Project 
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Imagine yourself in this situation, 

with no chance to dry off or get warm.  

This month,  we remember our 

neighbors at Tent City 4 with a  
 

Winter Outerwear Drive    
 

Please bring to church, adult sized 

gloves, hats, warm socks, coats, long 

underwear or sweats, other outerwear 

items, either new or gently used and 

hand-warmers. Our goal is to collect as 

many of these urgently needed items 

as possible to deliver to the Tent City 4 

residents.  Our collection dates are:     

                    

              January 15th, 22nd,  

  and/or January 29th , 2012. 
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