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  strong intentionality to it. It makes a difference,  

receiving a personal greeting from someone upon  

entering a church. Not later on, not at coffee hour 

(visitors often do not come to coffee hour), but right at 

that instance of entering the church building for the 

first time. I can still vividly remember who welcomed 

me to church a decade ago when I began attending 

again for the first time in nearly twenty years. 
 

In many churches, “welcome” has lost its meaning, or 

it has been changed to fit already existing patterns of 

behavior. A clergy colleague of mine bemoaned having 

to explain to some members of his congregation that 

being welcoming didn’t mean just being friendly to 

each other. That should have been apparent, but it ties 

immediately back to whether a congregation is  

focusing inwardly or outwardly. In that first 4 to 8  

minutes, a church visitor can quickly also sense the 

presence or absence of openness to persons truly  

coming as they are and being who they are. 
 

Eloise Boyle and I have already had an initial meeting 

to talk about welcome, including the specifics of these 

first few moments when someone enters the building. 

Dick Johnson and I have had similar conversations. I 

want to challenge everyone to be thinking about what a 

visitor should experience in those moments. If you 

have the opportunity, go online to the UCC’s website 

on welcome (http://www.ucc.org/welcome) and do 

some reading. You’ll see some of the things we’re  

already doing, like some improved signage and more 

visitor-friendly bulletins, but you’ll see much more too. 

Be thinking about those 4 to 8 minutes and what  

visitors need to experience to feel the extravagant  

welcome and radical hospitality of Jesus Christ  

when they first walk through the doors of  

Kirkland Congregational Church. 

                          Blessings,        

                                  Pastor Jason                                                         

An Open and Affirming Congregation * Member Greater Kirkland Ecumenical Parish    

A Greening Congregation * Affiliated with the Center for Progressive Christianity   

Coalition Partner of Washington Families Standing Together  
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Entering the Narthex …. 
 

It seems obvious, although some have told me otherwise – 

when visitors walk into the building, they should be able to 

locate the restrooms without having to ask someone.  

Understandable. Upon meeting someone for the first time, I 

might not want to have the very first thing I say be related to 

the restrooms either.  So if you haven’t already noticed, 

when you enter the Narthex from either set of glass doors, 

there is now signage indicating which direction to go to find 

the restrooms. And the Sanctuary too! 
 

In my former position at the UW working with pre-medical 

students, I would always remind them of the vital  

importance of their application essay – and that the reader(s) 

would make some determination based on the first few  

seconds of reading that essay. It used be said that the same 

was true of employers reading a resume or cover letter, that 

you had 6 to 10 seconds to make that first impression. There 

is a corollary to this about visiting churches; most people, 

upon visiting a church for the first time, will make up their 

minds about visiting again within 4 to 8 minutes of walking 

through the doors. 
 

Between 4 and 8 minutes – think about that for a moment. 

Fast. Nearly immediate. That’s before worship even starts 

for most arrivals. What happens in that short period of time? 

Looking around. Seeing what is on the walls or tables. Is the 

space inviting? First impressions happen just that fast. That 

which we sometimes call a 6th sense is active, developing 

ideas of how the congregation might feel even before  

having spoken to anyone. Gaining a sense of whether the 

congregation is outwardly focused, or inwardly focused, 

also happens just that quickly. 
 

I was at an evening worship at a South Sound congregation 

recently, and was struck by the remarkable welcome we  

received. We were barely inside the door before being 

greeted warmly and introduced to a number of people.  One 

could tell they’ve worked on this! One could tell there is  
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Mark your calendars for these upcoming events!!! 

 
Join us for a lively discussion of our faith 

and enjoy a glass of wine on  
February 26th  at  7:00pm 

at Lucia in Park Place in Kirkland!  
  

Seasons of Lent and Easter for 2012 
 

                         
                      
 
                                    
 
    Holy Humor Sunday  ~ Feb. 19th 

                     (Mardi Gras Celebration)               Ash Wednesday  ~  Feb. 22nd  

                                                                                                        7:00pm in the Chapel 
                                 
                                   

                                     

 
                                                                                                   
 

               
Palm Sunday  ~  April 1st 

                                                                              Maundy Thursday  ~   April 5th                  
 
 
     

      
 
 

Good Friday  ~  April 6th                         Easter Sunday  ~ April 8th                                                                                                        

will return in March! 

 



 

  

 

 

Announcing:    First 

Friday  

 Film Festival 
 

 

    
  Featured film:   
 

“Do the Right Thing” 
 

 

Starring:   Danny Aiello, Ossie   

             Davis, Ruby Dee, Spike Lee   
 

When:  Friday, February 4, 2011 
 

Where:  Kirkland Congregational   

    Church viewed  in the  

Helliwell Room 
 

Time:       7:00 PM  ~  Pizza 

      7:30 PM  ~  Film 
 

Who:       This is an Adult Event 
 

 
 
   No Admission Fee 

 

 

 Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education,  
Kirkland Congregational Church, UCC  

Announcing:   
First  

   Friday  

Film 

Festival 
 

     Featured film:   
 

                   “The Help” 

 

Starring:  Emma Stone, Viola  

                   Davis, Octavia Spencer  

When:  Friday, February 3rd 

Where:  Kirkland Congregational   

    Church -  in the Helliwell Room 
 

Time:     7:00 PM  ~  Pizza 

                 7:30 PM  ~  Film 
 

Who:       This is an Adult Event 
 

In 1960s Jackson, Miss., aspiring 

writer Eugenia Phelan crosses taboo 

racial lines by conversing with 

Aibileen Clark about her life as a 

housekeeper, and their ensuing 

friendship upsets the fragile 

dynamic between the haves and the 

have-nots. When 

other long-silent 

black servants 

begin opening up to 

Eugenia, the 

disapproving 

conservative 

Southern town 

soon gets swept up 

in the turbulence of 

changing times.    
 

No Admission Fee 
 

 

 Sponsored by the  
Board of Christian Education,  

Kirkland Congregational Church, UCC  

Sunday, February 5, 2012 
We will be collecting food  

for the  

Emergency Feeding Program 

 

Goal:  300 cans of Soup or  

Other non-perishable food items 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

KCC UCC February Mission Project 

 

Donations made to the “Common Cents 
Fund” will also be used to purchase items. 

“Souper”  

  Bowl  

  Sunday  
 

Christian Education & Ministry News            by Gale Peterson 
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Thank You to the  

Congregation from Gale: 
 

Tree of Angels:   
 

Thank you to the  

entire congregation 

for your outstanding 

and heartfelt  

support of the Tree of 

Angels this year.  We 

supported 7 families 

with gifts and food 

baskets.  Along with 

the gifts you  

purchased, your cash  

donations, and 

weekly donations to 

the Common Cents Fund for the Tree of  

Angels, we were able to fill all of the gift 

requests.  The Youth had a good time 

shopping and wrapping gifts.  The  

children made special ornaments for each 

of the family members.  Thank you to 

Margie Kichline for helping with the  

delivery of the gifts to KITH. 

 

Christmas Pageant:   
 

Our 2011 pageant involved 

every member of the  

congregation and you were 

wonderful.  The children 

and youth were fabulous  

including Mindy Gaskill on 

the flute and Jack Kehrli on 

the violin. They were such a 

special addition to our  

pageant.  Also, a big thank 

you to  Eloise Boyle, Lynne Gaskill, Lisa 

Granat, Pat Jovag, Van Kichline, Marjie 

Kichline, Chris Davis, Michael Gaskill and 

April Johnson for each of their specialized 

roles in a successful pageant.  It was so 

much fun! 

Letters to KCC UCC from  

Families on the Tree of Angels 

 
Letter #1: 

Thank you so much.  We 

have been truly blessed this 

Christmas! 

 Thank you, 

 Leanne and Amanda 
 

Letter #2: 

To:  All the wonderful people at Church 

that give us so many gifts. 

Thank you so much with a lots of  

gratitude from,  

 Ana, Omar, Esther and Damian 
 

 God bless you 

 

Wishing you             

everything that 

brings joy to                                           

your heart! 
  

     

 

 

 

Happy Valentines Day!!! 
 
 

             

       KCC, ucc staff 

  Jason, Terri, Gale, Chris, Roman 
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Announcing:   First 

Friday Film Festival 
 

 

Coming Attractions: 
 

March 2, 2012: 

       “Temple Grandin” 

Starring:  Claire Danes, Julia Ormond,   

        David Strathairn  

 

 

 

 

N-Sid-Sen 

  Mid-Winter March 9-11 

  Women's Retreat May 18-20 

  Work Camp June 10-16 

  Kid's Camp July 8-11 

  Intermediate Camp July 8-14 

  Sr. Hi Aqua Camp July 22-28 

  Family Camp #1 July 29-/August 4 

  Jr. Hi Aqua Camp August 5-11 

  Family Camp #2 August 12-18 

 

Pilgrim Firs: 

  PNC Men's Retreat Feb 2-5 

  Leadership Retreat May 18-20 

  Work Camp May 25-27 (or by  

          arrangement) 

  Spiritual Renewal GLBTQ June 1-3 

  PNC Young Adult June 22-24 

  Senior High:  July 1-7 

  Junior High:  July 8-14 

  Intermediate:  July 15-21 

  Kids:  July 22-25 

  Family:  August 19-23 

"Uppity Women of the Bible" 
The Book of Judith 

 

A new video series on "Uppity Women of the  

Bible" is beginning.  This series will focus on 

the Book of Judith.  Some of you may be 

scratching your head and saying, "The Book of 

Judith"???    Where is that in the Bible? 
 

The Book of Judith is found in the Apocrypha, 

a section in some versions of the Bible that 

found between the Old Testament and the 

New Testament.  Apocrypha is a Greek word 

meaning "hidden (things)". 
 

This fascinating video examines the story of a 

woman who took things into her own hands--

including the head of a brutal warrior chief. 

Dr. Lisa Wolfe takes you on a tour of the Book 

of Judith, posing provocative questions along 

the way.  Judith, from the Koine greek version 

of the Hebrew Old testament, reads like a  

historical novel rife with warfare, lust,  

espionage, and intrigue. Told in six sessions 

which take you from a mythological battlefield 

and a besieged city into the studio and psyche 

of the Baroque painter Artemesia Gentileschi, 

Dr. Wolfe’s style is a refreshing balance of 

careful scholarship and a genuine love for the 

story of this amazing woman. 
 

Chapters include: 

The Real King Antiochus,      Besieged, 

Judith's Plan,     An Unlikely Hero, 

Piety and Violence,     The Art of Artemesia 
 

Dr. Wolfe is an ordained minister in the 

United Church of Christ. She is an Associate 

Professor of Hebrew Bible at Oklahoma City 

University. 
 

February 8, 2012;  1:00 PM;   

Helliwell Room 
 

If you have a Bible that contains the Books of the 

Apocrypha, bring it along.  There are several   

copies at the church that can be used for those 

who do not have a Bible which includes the  

Apocrypha. 
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                                                                                          “2012 

                     Lenten Prayer Project” 

           Lenten Thank You Jar 
 

 

The Season of Lent begins on Wednesday, February 22, “Ash Wednesday” continuing to Easter 

Sunday.  Lent is a quiet time in which we make space for reflection, prayer, and self-

examination. Our focus will be on prayer as we count the forty days of Lent.  

We will count the ways God blesses us and we will count out our coins in 

thanksgiving for our blessings. 
 

Each of the 40 days during Lent,  

you will add coins to the jar in one of 3 different ways. 
 

1.  Add coins on each day of  Lent:   

One cent  the first day, 2 cents the second day, 3 cents the third day, . . .  

25 cents on the 25th day, etc and then 40 cents on the last day of Lent.   
 

AND/OR 
 

2. On each Sunday of Lent:  Add coins for each thing you are thankful for.     
 

Week #1 -- Sunday, February 26th ~ First Sunday of Lent: 

Make a list of the good things God has given to you such as food, clean water, sunsets, music.  

Place a coin in the jar for every blessing named. 
 

Week #2 -- Sunday, March 4th ~ Second Sunday of Lent 

Look at a book about the stars in the night sky.  How many constellations can you find  

in the book? Put a coin in the jar for each one named. Place another coin in the jar for each  

constellation you can spot in the night sky where you live. 
 

Week #3 -- Sunday, March 11th ~ Third Sunday of Lent 

God refreshes us, like cool water quenches our thirst on a hot day. Notice how often you use 

water in any given day. Put a coin in the jar each time you turn on the tap, and say thank you 

for the gift of water. 
  
Week #4 -- March 18th ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Put a coin in the jar when you experience an act of welcome, such as when someone smiles at 

you, invites you somewhere, holds a door open for you, invites you to sit down, offers 

you a meal, and so on. 
 

Week #5 -- March 25th ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent 

                            Put a coin in the jar for every act of kindness you witness this week. 
 

Week #6 -- April 1st ~ Sixth Sunday of Lent,  Palm Sunday 

Put a coin in the jar for every symbol of Holy Week that you can think 

of such as a palm leaf.  There are at least seven different symbols. 
       
                              AND/OR 

Lent       

to                     

Easter      
  



 

  
3.  Each day choose one of the following and . . . 
                   (adapted from the One Great Hour of Sharing Prayer Calendar) 
 

 Give a unit of thanksgiving for each family member or church member aged 50 years or 

more. 

 Give one unit for each teacher you have treasured.  

 Give three units in thanksgiving for the decrease in extreme poverty in the last 15 years.  

 Give one unit for each time today you washed your hands with clean water.  

 Give one unit for each iPod, CD player, or radio you own.  

 Give one unit in thanksgiving for each child in your family or church.  

 Give one unit for each blanket your family owns.  

 Give one unit for each meal you have eaten today.  

 Give one unit for each hour you or an adult in  your household worked for pay today. 

 Give one unit for each pair of eyeglasses, contacts, and sunglasses your family owns. 

 Give one unit for each vaccination your family has received.  

 Give one unit for each tree around your church or home.  

 Give one unit for each year of formal schooling you have had.  

 Give two units in thanksgiving for the help people in developing countries have  

            received to start small business enterprises and help their families to become  

            self-sufficient. 

 Give one unit for each plant inside your home or church.  

 Give one unit for each carpeted room or hallway in your home or church. 

 Give one unit for each mother with infant/s in your church or neighborhood.  

 Give one unit for each time you peacefully visited the ocean, a lake, or a pond this past 

            year.  

 Give two units for each person you know who works in health care.   

 Give one unit for each child in your neighborhood. 

 Give one unit in thanksgiving for your treasured possessions.  

 Give one unit for each movie you have seen this month.   

 Give three units in thanksgiving if your home, school, or workplace has a clean restroom 

with running water.   

 Give one unit for each time this week you have been shown compassion.  

 Give one unit for each bed in your home.  

 Give one unit for every board game or video game your family owns.  

 Give one unit in honor of your pastor/s, church staff, and Christian Education  

            teachers.  

 God treasures you!  Give one unit for each year youõve known that God loves    

           you. 

 

On Easter Sunday, April 8, 2012, we will bring our jars back to church 

with the coins we have collected and use them to help other 

people know and experience Godõs love through us.      
 

 

The coins collected last year, $380, were sent to the United 

Church of Christ One Great Hour of Sharing and designated 

for Japan Earthquake/Tsunami Relief and Southern US  

Tornado Relief in Alabama and Arkansas.   
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Newsy Notes from Women’s Fellowship   
                                           by Jerry Rutherford          

 

February is often thought of as the month 

of òloveó defined as:  

a feeling of good will towards other people;  

a strong liking or Interest in something;  

devotion to God as the supreme good. 
 

ΓddΓddΓddΓddΓddΓddΓddΓddΓ 
For Valentines Day  

Audrey Hepburnõs Beauty Tips:  
 

For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. 

For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. 

For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. 

For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her fingers 

through it once a day. 

For poise, walk with the knowledge that you 

Never walk alone. 

 

The Women³s Fellowship Mini Bazaar for  
February is on the 26th - share some of your 
homemade goodies, please?  

 
 
    

ƶƷƸƹƶƷƸƹƶƷƸƹƶƷƸƹƶƷƸƹƶƷƸ 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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  JOYS & CONCERNS  
          

   In our thoughts and prayers:    
   
  

Eli Berkey                             Diane Petter                                                                           
Merl Zigler                           Steve Anderson         
Kara Jovag                             Nancy Simonds                                    
Tent City 4                            Sue Carter                                         
Steve Harris                          Jerry Rutherford    
Greg Lynn                             Rebecca Baldwin 

 

Please let us know if you wish to have someone 

 

Note to Congregation  

from Gale: 
 

 

Following the Congregational 

Annual Meeting, on January 

22nd, and the passage of the 

proposed budget for 2012, I 

want to let you know about my 

new work schedule for KCC. 
 

At the special meeting of the 

then Board of Directors, I  

requested that my hours be  

reduced from 15 hrs/week to 10 

hrs/week.  And the number of 

weeks reduced from 52 to 42 

weeks for the year 2012. 
 

How will that look?  My  

schedule will include 3 hours on 

Sundays; 3 hours in the office 

on Wednesdays; 4 hours  

dispersed throughout the week 

working at home and/or the 

church office; or off site with 

church related activities.  The 

reduction in weeks will include 

10 weeks off during the summer 

      (without pay)  

from approximately June 10, 

2012 to August 19, 2012.  
 

I love our church and the  

ministry we provide for our 

community.  My decision is 

based on my need to reduce the 

hectic lifestyle I have been  

trying to maintain.  Thank you 

for helping me to do just that. 

    

   

         With Peace and Love,     
                      Gale  
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Earth Keepers News                                       by Paul Hoerlein                                                                                     

  

ñCREATING A SENSE OF PLACEò  SERVICE 
 

On Sunday, February 5th the Worship service in 
Fellowship Hall will center on the discussion of 
ñCreating A Sense of Placeò an essay written by 
Fred Lanphear before his passing last year.  When 
members of Earth Keepers presented the essay at 
the retreat at Pilgrim First late last summer the 
joyful response of the participants suggested that 
it would be meaningful to present it at a service at 
KCC. 
 

Hopefully by now a copy of Fredôs essay has been 
made available to you either by the internet or by 
picking up a copy from the table in the Narthex.  
Each paragraph is numbered for easy reference. It 
is suggested that as you read you highlight  words 
or phrases that stand out with special meaning to 
you.  After you have read it think of images or  
stories from your life that suggest your own ñsense 
of place.ò  Thené.bring those thoughts and stories 
to the service on  February 5th.  (If you are not     
able  to   attend read  and  think  about  it  ñin  
absentiaò.)  We will be reporting on some of the 
outcomes of the service in the Good News next 
month. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRIORITIES  
FOR THE 2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

 

KCC Earth Keepers are part of Earth Ministries 
which is a leading faith partner in Washington 
Stateôs Environmental Priorities Coalition.  Each 
year, the 24 state-wide organizations that are part 
of the coalition choose three or four areas of  
legislation that matter most for the health of  
the environment and our communities.  The 2012  
priorities are:  
 

 Toxic-Free kids:  This year, Earth Ministry is a 

key partner in promoting the Toxic -Free Kids 

Act to protect childrenôs health.  This bill bans 

specific toxic chemicals in childrenôs products.  

It is possible to protect childrenôs health and 

put business and industry on  the path to use 

chemicals that  wonôt harm health, the  

     environment or their bottom line.  

 

 

 

  Fulfill our Clean Energy Initiative:       People of 
faith know that climate change is a real threat 
to Godôs gift of creation, to the health of future 
generations and especially to the poor.  Passed 
by the voters in 2006, Initiative 937 required 
large utilities to have 15% of our electric  

     energy come from renewable resources by 
     2020.  We are committed to sustaining the  
     success of I-937 in bringing investments, jobs  
     and economic development to Washington. 

 

 Pollution-Free Prosperity:  We must prevent  
     attempts to weaken, delay or roll -back state 
     environmental laws and programs that are  
     critical for clean air, clean water and healthy  
     communities. 

 

2012 Lenten  

Project 
 

For the past 8 years, the Board of 

Christian Education has facilitated 

an All Church Lenten Work Project 

for the betterment of church.   

Together, we have accomplished some 

wonderful renovations to our church 

building, community art, Bible study, 

and last year the creation and  

planting of our Peace Pole.   

We are in the beginning stages of  

planning another special project; one 

that will involve the participation of 

all members and friends of KCC. 
 

 

Watch for details on specific dates 

and how you will be invited to  

participate in the March Good News 

newsletter, emails, posters, and  

flyers. 
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 People of Faith and Public Policy 

From the Peace and Justice Committee 

 
As you probably know, the Washington State Legislature is struggling with its response to huge 

deficits and the necessity to cut or eliminate programs that literally save lives. Please consider  

contacting your legislator and opposing harmful cuts and advocating for increased revenue. Your 

voice is also needed to advocate for equality for all and for protection of our precious earth and all 

creatures on it. Become informed about the decisions being made and make your voice heard. 

 

The statewide coalition, Earth Ministries, has determined three environmental priorities for the 2012 

Washington State Legislative Session : Toxic-Free Kids, Fulfill our Clean Energy Initiative, and 

Pollution-Free Prosperity. See the Earth Ministries website (http://earthministry.org) for more  

information and specific calls to act.   

 

Other concerned people are working in the area of social services. Although $10 billion has already 

been cut from community services (such as schools, hospitals, libraries, clinics, and food banks) 

during the last 3 years, proposals are on the table for $1.4 billion more to be eliminated. For  

example:  

 Proposed cuts to health care would eliminate at least 55,000 additional people from the state  

       basic health plan. 

 Cuts to services for people with developmental disabilities would leave many of those affected   

with no place to live. 

 The school year for K-12 public schools could be shortened by 4 days (and there are other 

       proposed cuts to education). 

See Washington Faith Action Network website (www.fan.org) for more information on both cuts 

and the impact of advocacy. 

 

The above and other organizations feel there are options other than an “all-cuts budget.” Some of the 

ideas include:  

 Short-term: small increases to the sales tax and sending a revenue measure to the ballot if the 

legislature cannot pass revenue measures itself 

 Long-term: Reforming the tax structure to be more equitable, reducing dependence on sales tax, 

and changing the formulas for funding public education. 

 Getting rid of tax breaks 

Please see www.oureconomicfuture.org for detailed proposals on raising revenue and changing the 

tax structure.  

 

One call to 1-800-562-6000 transmits your opinion to all your representatives. Although the  

Environmental Lobby Day is past, there is still time to go to Olympia for Faith Advocacy Day,  

February 14th, or Marriage Equality Day, February 15th. For information on going, contact  

Pastor Jason. For more information on issues and actions, contact the Peace and Justice Committee 

or check out our new bulletin board. 

http://earthministry.org
http://www.fan.org
http://www.oureconomicfuture.org
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  Immigration Workshops in Kirkland 

Wednesdays: Feb. 1, 8, 15; 7:00-8:30 PM 
Chapel, Northlake UUC, 308 4th Avenue South  

 

A series of classes entitled ñImmigration: A Journey of Faithò will be held at Northlake UUC 
on Wednesday evenings, featuring short video presentations, exploration of our own family 
immigration stories, small group discussions to explore your experiences and reflections, and 
discussion of how we can work for a better system for everyone. Topics for each night are: 
 

1. Current Immigration Policy - human lives and legislation, February 1st, at 7 PM 
2.    Comprehensive Reform - myths, facts, and faith in action, February 8th, at 7 PM 
3. Immigration - a journey of faith, February 15th, at 7 PM 
 

Roberta Ray from University Unitarian Church in Seattle will team-teach with Stacy Kitahata 
and Diakonda Gurning, all active members of the Washington New Sanctuary Movement and 
participants in a vigil on the 2nd Saturday of each month at the ICE Detention Center in  
Tacoma (the 4th largest detention center in the U.S.). These centers are private, for-profit  
enterprises that will make you think more deeply about whatôs really going on behind current 
immigration policies and procedures. 

http://org2.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=yWeB8QvV0c9KBpvaA%2F5zpK41LklLu1uV

