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Good News   
A Newsletter for Friends and Members of  

Kirkland Congregational Church, United Church of Christ  

                                              December 2009 ~ January 2010  

         An Open and Affirming Congregation  

Member Greater Kirkland Ecumenical Parish  

A Greening Congregation  

Affiliated with the Center for Progressive Christianity  

Coalition Partner of Washington Families Standing Together  

            From the ministersé 
ñ...I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 

old men will dream dreams, your young men 

will see visions.ò         --Joel 2:28 NIV 
 

      ñBut Iôm not a poet!ò I protest.   

      This is the season of creative imagina-

tion, the time when all things are possible.  I am 

not a poet, and say so, but am asked to attend the 

first gathering of the Womenôs Poetry Group here 

at KCC.  Around the table in the Helliwell Room, 

everyone reads beloved poems from books and 

folders.  Verbal images of summer, winter, love 

and trial fill the room. 
 

      I consider what I see and hear, then write: 
 

         Worlds and words fill the room 

              Like a Nepali mist 

         Heightening colors 

              Sifting light 

         Womenôs hearts and minds 

              Intersecting 

                 Intermingling 

                    Interplaying 

         Moving, moved 

         A non-poetôs eyes see the parched planes on 

         the Zimbabwe landscape 

              The snowfields of New Hampshire 

                 The cardinals perched in Illinois elms. 

          Inspired and inspiring 

      Advent is a time of inspiration.  A time of  

giving, giving birth, giving life to new things.  

The Holy Spirit Womenôs Poetry Group has 

birthed, and excitement is in the air.  The advent 

of the arrival of a new settled pastor is at hand.  

Godôs Spirit is upon us.  Let ours be the voices of 

prophesy, dreams and visions.  Let ours be the 

feet and hearts that step into Godôs vision of  

justice, peace and goodwill to all people.   
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!      

 

                           Ana  & Tod  

This is our "Holiday -- Holy -Day -- Edition" of the Good News, covering December  
and January. The deadline for the February edition is January  19. 

KCC Budget Meeting  
January 31  

The KCC annual congregational meeting 
will be held on January 31 immediately fol-
lowing worship.  Please plan to attend.  

 

Main items of business:   
¶ Reports on the life, mission and ministry 
    of our church from committees, groups  
    and officers 
¶ 2010 proposed budget (based on 

pledges received) presented for  
     approval by the congregation 
Please be sure to submit your report for 
inclusion by January 20.  Terri will be com-
piling the reports. 
 
      Eloise Boyle, Moderator 
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Advent and Christmas at KCC  

Christmas Caroling at  
Emerald Heights 

 

Sing a joyful noise to the Lord!   
Come sing your favorite Christmas  
Carols at Emerald Heights on Sunday,  
December 20 at 2:00. This event was 
snowed out last year, so we'll try 
again!  Several KCC members reside at  
Emerald Heights, and they will be delighted 
to welcome us.  We will plan to carpool 
from church at 1:30.  

Advent Prayer Tree 
Throughout Advent, we invite you to 

offer prayers for others on the  

Advent Prayer Tree in the narthex 

and  include these names and prayer  

 requests in your personal prayers . 

"Journey Through Advent,"  
 

  An  Advent Home Candle  

  Lighting Guide, for your  

  personal use is available in  

  the narthex.  

 

Special Services  
December 13, Sunday -- Christmas Pageant  

December 21, Monday -- 6:00-6:45 pm,     

                           Longest Night Service  

December 24  --  Christmas Eve  Services    

               3:00 pm   ~  Early Service  

            11:00 pm   ~  Candlelight Service  

 

 

Christmas Pageant  

    December 13 

  òThe Gift of  Loveó 
Did you miss having the Pageant last year due to 

snow?  This year is a repeat of last yearõs pageant 

that never happened.  Come and be a part of the 

festivities!! Our  pageant features our children and 

youth (who are practicing each Sunday morning). It 

celebrates Godõs gift of love by retelling the story of 

the birth of Jesus interspersed with familiar carols 

and special music.  

Christian Education 
Events  

Mark your calendars today!!  
Children and youth plan to come and 

participate in our special Advent and Christmas 

activities!  
 

*Friday, December 4 ñfor Sr. High Youth:  

 First Friday Film  (see page     )  
 

*Sunday, December 6 ñ the Youth Group goes  

Christmas shopping and wraps gifts for the 

òTree of Angels,ó  

 

*Saturday, December 12, 10:00 am  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal : We will 

spend one hour staging all the characters and 

practicing the music and timing.   

Ornament Project:  following the rehearsal 

weõll make special ornaments for the families 

on the òTree of Angelsó ( and one to keep). 

Through giving, the Spirit of Christmas comes 

alive in our hearts.  
 

 

 

 

 

*Sunday, December 13, 10:15 am  

Christmas Pageant during worship   
Children and youth need to arrive by 10:15 to 

get into their costumes and practice the music 

one last time.  
 

*Sunday, January 10  

Epiphany Worship Service led by the 

Christian Education Committee  
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Search Committee Update  
                       by Van Kichline Chairman  
              KCC Pastoral Search Committee 

 

    November has been one of the busiest 
months for the Pastoral Search Committee so 
far!  Weôve conducted phone interviews with  
multiple references for each candidate ranked in 
our final top eleven. It was too close a race to stop 
at ten candidates. We compiled notes on our  
interviews and had long discussions (our longest 
meetings yet) concerning the strengths and  
weaknesses of each based on what we learned 
from about forty hours of phone conversations.  
 

    Weôve narrowed our list even further, and are 
preparing to begin our phone interviews with the 
pastoral candidates themselves.  Over the course 
of the next few weeks we will in all probability have 
a long conversation with our next pastor, we just 
wonôt know which conversation that one is.  Weôll 
establish which candidates we feel a ñchemistryò 
with; not between them and our committee, but 
between them and our congregation.   All the  
candidates have theologies, abilities and gifts that 
would fit well with us and benefit our church for 
years to come.  However, we also need to  
determine which one will get the most out of us, 
and this isnôt something we can learn from a profile 
or a reference; we have to discover how we ñfit  
together.ò 
 

    Every month of the search has brought new 
challenges, new goals, and entirely new ways of 
looking at our congregation, our church, and our 
faith.   December will involve huge shifts in what we 
set out to accomplish in a meeting.  Soon weôll be 
bringing the process to a close. The challenges and 
intensity will be missed, but as one member said to 
me yesterday, ñwhen this is all over, Iôm going to 
read a book!ò  
 

    Have a very merry Christmas.  Although it will 
arrive a bit after the holidays, our committee will 
be preparing a wonderful surprise for you.  

   

 

Earth Keepers  
                     by Barbara Dietrich  

     2009 is moving right along. It 
has been a good year. We, as individuals, 

and as a church, became aware that to live 
on this planet means we need to care for 

this planet. Earth Keepers has defined that 
purpose for us; given us direction; an  

opportunity to learn more, and to DO more.  
    We have limits, each and all of us -  but, 

still being aware has helped us to see and 
meet the little challenges as they come our 

way.  
    KCC has joined with 33 other churches to 

become a part of Earth Ministry, which in 

turn is a part of the Environmental Coalition, 
including Audubon, Sierra Club and others 

that work together to build green legislation 
that will become the backbone of our worldôs 

emerging greener society.  
    Plan on being with us at our third Sunday 

meetings, and watch for articles in this  
column in months to come.  

Earth Keeping is a way of life.  

 In KCC newsé.. 

ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ ƿ  

 

KCC YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

¶ January Youth Group:   

 Saturday, January 16 

 ŗWork Project with TodŘ 
 

¶ February Youth Group : 

Sunday,  February 7, 2:00-4:30  

Visit Tent City 4 and deliver our  

winter outerwear donations.  
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First Friday Film Festivals  

On our new 50 ò TV in the Helliwell Room! 

7:00 PM - Pizza & Snacks  

7:30 PM - film shown  

Discussion to follow  

No Admission Fee  

Sponsored by the Board of Christian Education  
 

 

December 4  

òThe Fourth Wise Manó 

 

Recommended for:  

 high school youth & adults  

 

This tale, written by Henry van Dyke, tells a  

wondrous and important story of the true  

meaning of Christmas.  
 

Stars:  Martin Sheen & Alan Arkin  
 

Plot: Artaban, a young magus (wise man)  

follows the star to the birthplace of the  

coming King, against the counsel of his 

friends and family.  Setting off with precious 

jewels for gifts, he misses the caravan of the 

three other magi, but continues the search, 

always one step behind. Artaban uses his 

jewels and energy helping people he meets 

along the way.  Has Artaban wasted his life 

in a foolish quest? Will he ever get the chance 

to present his gifts to the King?  

January 8  
òThe Deadó 

 

Stars:  Anjelica Huston &  

            Donald McCann  

Recommended for high school youth & 

adults  
This artful adaptation of a James Joyce short  
stories takes place on Epiphany night 1906 in  
Ireland. Stories and music shared at a dinner 
party of upper-class Dubliners result in memories 
and epiphanies about life and love. 

 

Coming Attractions  
 

February 5 ŗDo the Right ThingŘ 

March 5  ŗSo the Bible Tells Me SoŘ 

April 9:   To be announced  

May 7:    To be announced  

An Invitation to the Longest Night Service  
Monday, December 21, 6:00 -  6:45 pm  

               

 Advent and Christmas can be a painful time.   It may be the first Christmas without loved family 

members who have recently died.   It may be a time that has always been difficult.    

  The constant refrain on radio and TV, in shopping malls and in churches, about the happi-

ness of the season, about getting together with family and friends, reminds many people of what 

they have lost or have never had.   The anguish of broken relationships, insecurity of unemployment, 

weariness of ill health, pain of isolation -- these can make us feel alone in the midst of the celebrating 

and spending. 

  We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and concern.   We need to know 

that we are not alone.   We need encouragement, as the darkness grows deeper around us.  

  For these reasons, KCC is holding  a special "Longest Night" service on the winter  

solstice, December 21.   Join with others in sharing prayers, scripture and music to acknowledge that 

God's presence is for those who mourn, for those who struggle, and that God's Word comes to shine 

light into our darkness.    

http://www.amazon.com/Dead-Anjelica-Huston/dp/B002LYD2MG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=dvd&qid=1258445756&sr=8-1
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UPCOMING EVENTSééééééééééééééééé... 

KCC WORK DAYS  
              

DECEMBER:  Any time it 
snows, bring your snow shovel 
and help clear the church walks.  
 

JANUARY 16,  9:00-12:00 noon:   Taking 
down the greens; a youth painting project, 
and other jobs around the church. 
 

              A KCC Work Day is planned for the third 
Saturday of each month, 9:00 am -12:00 
noon .  Thanks to all who show up and offer 
a helping hand!   
       If you would like to provide refreshments 
for our mid-morning coffee break, or if 
you see a job around the church that 
needs attending to, please let Michael 
or our pastors know. 

HOLIDAY CONCERTS  

Marjie Kichline will be singing in the 

Kirkland Choral Societyõs òsparklingó 

holiday concert:  
 

¶ Sunday, Dec 6, 2:00pm  

      Bastyr University Chapel  
 

¶ Friday, Dec 11, 7:30pm  

     Northshore Performing  

  Arts Center  

Holy Spirit Women's Poetry Group  
First Mondays 7 -9pm 

 

"Let us remember...that in the end we go to poetry 
for one reason, so that we might more fully inhabit 
our lives and the world in which we live them, and 
that if we more fully inhabit these things, we might 
be less apt to destroy both." 
 -- Christian Wiman, Editor of Poetry Magazine 
 

     With this as our mission,  "to make great poetry 
accessible, be inspired, and deepen the sacred 
space of our lives and our community," we gather 
to share our own work and the work of  
others that inspires and moves us.   
     Come join us, and bring along some of your 
work or a piece that speaks to you about being fully 
engaged with life and the world.  We'll explore to-
gether ways to integrate our passion for poetry, life 
and our faith. Look for a poetry reading here at 
KCC in February, perhaps around the fire while 
drinking spiced cider!  We are not just meeting in a 
church, we are the church! 
 

Contacts:   Joanne Barrie-Lynn, Denise Michaels, 
Ele Nash and Sue Selmer 
 

Jr/Sr. High Youth News  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Mid -Winter Retreats  

at Pilgrim Firs:  
 

  January 8-10 Jr. High (grade 7-8)  
 (7PM Friday to 1 PM Sunday)  

January 15-17 Sr. High (grades 9-12)  
 (7PM Friday to 1 PM Sunday)  

 

Camp Scholarship funds (50% of registration 

fee) are available for all KCCUCC youth  

attending a PNC Conference Mid -Winter  

Retreat.  See Gale for more information.  

 

Christmas  tree sale  
Help support local  high school youth 

group earn their way to Tijuana to build 

homes. Seventh annual tree sale opens 

11/27 & runs thru 12/20.  

Where: St. John Vianney Church  

12600 84th Ave NE Kirkland  

Hours: Friday: 5-9pm  


