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 Looking Deeper é.. 
 

    As I write this, I am on my first day back in the church 

office from a week of combined vacation and a wedding. 

I took some time for myself and explored a little bit of 

San Francisco, and then headed to Butte, Montana to  

co-officiate a wedding. Having fun with my Blackberry as 

I often do, I took a number of pictures, both of San  

Francisco and just related to the wedding ï all posted to 

Facebook, of course! And, I took a good number of  

pictures just around the city of Butte.  
 

    I have to tell you, Butte surprised me. I found the city 

to be very interesting. All of us in the wedding party were 

treated to an historical tour of Butte by trolley, and I 

learned much I would not have imagined. The city has a 

deep history related to mining, and as you might guess, 

lots of stories come along with that. Butte, Montana is 

home to a surprising amount of historic architecture, and 

to an ethnic diversity that would be unexpected by many. 

I had the opportunity to visit a museum of the history of 

the Chinese community in Butte, something I wouldnôt 

have expected to find.  
 

    Now I know that you didnôt pick up The Good News to 

hear about Butte. But it is the best metaphor for the joy of 

surprise that Iôve experienced recently. Itôs a place Iôve 

only driven through on the freeway, but never looked any 

further. When I did though, I found things that were  

unexpected. We donôt live in a world that encourages us 

to look deeper, to go beneath the surface. If it isnôt as fast 

as an ATM or a drive-thru window, weôre conditioned to 

move on. 
 

    I donôt think that is what God hopes for us, though. I 

think God wants us to take the time to look a little deeper, 

to discover that there is more there than meets the eye. If 

you saw the movie or read Alice Walkerôs book ñThe 

Color Purple,ò you may remember a line about believing 

  that it didnôt sit so well with God when people donôt 

notice things like the color purple. There is so much in 

creation that awaits us if we are willing to take the time 

and look, notice, and seek. There is much surprise,  

certainly at least as much as I found in Butte! 
 

    As we begin a new church year, I hope we can take 

the time to notice all the metaphoric purples in the 

world, to look for the Buttes that weôve missed, and to 

seek the surprises we may find in each others. Iôve been 

overjoyed to learn as much about you as I have in the 

three months Iôve been here in Kirkland, and I feel so 

blessed to know that Iôve only scratched the surface. 

You have heard me say already, and you will hear me 

say many times more, that when we look around at who 

is in the pews, we see the gifts that God has given us. 

Keep awake and keep looking for the things we tend to  

overlook, noticing that which might be ignored, and 

seeking all that God desires for you.  
 

    Letôs make this a great year! God is good! All the 

time! 

                             Blessings, 
 

                                     Jason                                                
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            We will celebrate the 130th  
Anniversary of Kirkland Congregational Church 
                   on November 21st.                                                               
 



Upcoming events. . . .  

Announcing:    

        First Friday  

       Film Festival  
 

 
 

During September there will be no First 

Friday Films.  We resume in  

October ~~ 

Coming Attractions  
 

October 1, 2010 :   òInvictusó   

 starring Morgan Freeman as Nelson 

Mandela  
 

November 5, 2010:  òThe Blind Sideó 

 starring Sandra Bullock  
 

December 3, 2010:  òLeap of Faithó 

 starring Steve Martin  
 

 

Films are sponsored by the  

Board of Christian Education as an  

Adult Education Event.  

  

Next Barbecue:  
 

Fall Kick -Off Event  

Sunday, September 12th  
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  KCC WORK DAY  

  September 18th          

KCC Work Days are planned  
for the third Saturday of each month,  
9:00 am till 12:00 Noon.  
 Tasks that need doing are: 
¶ gardening 

¶ raking   
¶ weeding   
¶ other various jobs around the building 

 

       

                       
 
 

 
Blessing of the Animals Service  

September 19th  
 

    Join us for the annual celebration as we honor all 
of Godôs creatures in the tradition of Saint Francis. 
All pets and people are welcome.  If your pet does 
not do well with crowds or has died, bring a photo or 
a stuffed animal stand-in for a blessing.  
    Some members from the Evergreen Mennonite 
Congregation may be joining us! 
    The offering collected during this worship service 
will support ministry with animals, as it has in the 
past.   

Mark your  calend ar !  

 

Earth Keepers  is p lann ing a 
sp ecial service f o r   
Sund ay, Oct ob er  10 -  
thatôs 10-10-10 you know ! 
 
 

 
Pastor Jasonôs Installation  
is sched uled  f o r  Fr iday,  
Oct ob er  22nd  at  7:30 p m  -   
p lease p lan  t o  at t end  t h is 
sp ecial event ! 

 



Christian Education & Ministry News     by Gale Peterson  

 

Living  

Together  

in  

Community. . .  
 
 

 

September 12 -- 10:30 AM  
 

    The Kirkland Congregational Church, United 

Church of Christ community gathers together in 

celebration of the Fall program to experience our 

life together in the fullness of Godõs love. 
 

     We will meet at 10:30 am for worship with  

the full choir, education opportunities for our 

children & youth, and fellowship following the 

worship service at the All Church Barbeque.  
 

10:15 AM:  Registration for  

                     Christian Education  
(children & youth)  

 

Child care available for Infants and Toddlers  
 

10:30 AM:  Worship with full choir  
Christian Education for  

children & youth  
 

12:00 Noon:  All Church Potluck BBQ  
   Please contribute according to the following:  
 

A ~ M:  Salads         N ~ Z:  Desserts  

Hamburgers, veggie burgers, hot dogs, beverages, 

condiments, plates and utensils provided  
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Common Cents Fund  
 

Helping Children at 
Risk  

    In our Community  
 

Thank you for your generosity 
over the past few months.  Your 
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, 
and dollars which you contributed 
multiply quickly.  The mission of 

the Common Cents fund is to help children at risk in 
our community.  
 

Once again this year, money was used from the 
fund to provide school supplies for the Golden 
Ruler Sunday.  These items are distributed by KIN 
(Kirkland Interfaith Network) to children of  
families supported by the food bank.   Helping 
these families and children get the school year off 
to a good start with a little less stress is very  
important. 
 

Thank you for your pennies and other loose change, 
and yes those dollar bills, too!  Keep them coming 
and together we can help a lot of children.  The 
next big projects are: 
¶  ǘƘŜ άIŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ǘŀǊǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ όǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜύ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀōōŀǘƘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

¶  a food item for Thanksgiving baskets 
¶  ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊŜŜ ƻŦ !ƴƎŜƭǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 
¶ the Souper Bowl Sunday in early February  
   

You can help make a difference in the lives of local  
children with your continued support of the  
Common Cents Fund. 

Celebrate! 



 

Light a Candle for 

Children , is an  

advocacy and prayer 

vigil project that  

invites congregations 

to join in Forty Days 

of Prayer for  

Children .  It begins 

forty days prior to the 

national observance  

                  of  

Childrenõs Sabbath.  

This year we will  

observe the  

Childrenõs Sabbath 

on October 17, 2010.  

 

The needs of the worldõs children should be a 

priority for all of us as individuals, groups and 

communities of faith.  Not all of us have been 

afforded the gift of working directly with  

children, but none of our lives have escaped the 

touch of a child in some special way.  The 

United Church of Christ and the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) invite you to 

join in praying for a brighter future for all of 

Godõs children. 
 

The Board of Christian Education at Kirkland 

Congregational Church will be sponsoring this 

prayer vigil project.  We will ask participants to 

light candles and pray for children on each of 

the forty days from September 8 to October 

17.  Each participant will be asked to select a 

place at home, work, etc to set aside a time  

during the day to reflect on the needs and gifts 

of children; light a candle and offer a prayer or 

share in a moment of silence remembering all 

children; and if possible, keep the candle lit and 

visible throughout the day as a reminder of 

childrenõs needs and gifts.  You will receive 

your candle and instructions on September 5th.  
 

Prayer Booklet for Children   ~~  We will 

also include the children and youth of KCC -

UCC, and other children connected to our 

church,  each day in our prayers.  You will  

receive a special prayer booklet with their  

names for each of the 40 Days of Prayer.  Please 

give Gale Peterson the names of grandchildren, 

nieces, nephews, or other children close to you 

who you would like included in the Prayer  

Booklet.    
 

Remember, we can and should make a difference 

where the needs, hopes and dreams of children 

are involved.  Let the candle of their lives inspire 

you and light your pathway as you advocate on 

their behalf.  
             . . and a little child shall lead them. 

                                                                  Isaiah 11:6 
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�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���6�D�E�E�D�W�K 
10th Annual  

Healthy Start Project  
 

Sunday, October 17th  
 

    This is our 10th year to support the  
�&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���6�D�E�E�D�W�K���+�H�D�O�W�K�\���6�W�D�U�W���3�U�R�M�H�F�W������
As in the past, we will be collecting new 
toothbrushes & toothpaste as a part of 
�R�X�U���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���Q�H�H�G�V������ 
    Then the toothbrushes and toothpaste 
will be delivered to Kirkland HopeLink 
for the children and families they  
support.   
 

     Last year we collected 437 sets of  
toothpaste and toothbrushes.  
 

Can we top that this year????   
 

�/�H�W�·�V���P�D�N�H���L�W���K�D�S�S�H�Q�������� 
 


