Sunday 7 February 2010 Sermon
Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11
Transformers
Rev. Tod Gobledale

| like puzzles! In the morning, after reading the news sections of the paper, |
turn to the “Super Quiz.” Voila! [pull out newspaper] Anyone else do the “Super
Quiz”? Seven super quiz questions which pertain to the morning’s news. So today
| have seven super quiz questions that pertain to this morning’s sermon message.
Here they are....

Identify the following seven people:
At the undergraduate level:

1. Florence Nightingale: British nurse who became famous during the
Crimean War.

2. John Newton: Former slave ship captain, who gave up his slave trade,
wor ked for the abolition of sl avery

At the graduate level:

1. Millard Fuller (hint think low-income housing): Fuller founded Habitat for
Humanity.

2. Agnes Bojazhu (hint: think of the impoverished of India): Agnes, better
known as Mother Teresa of Calcutta formed Missionaries of Charity.

At the PhD level:

1. Lieutenant General David M. Schoup: Medal of Honor recipient,
Commandant of the Marine Corps from 1960 to 1963. He became a critic
of American involvement in Vietnam and then of the our entire military
industrial complex.

2. Dorothy Day: ...Where are my Romans? Co-Founder of the Catholic
Worker Movement, and the Catholic Worker Newspaper.

3. Araminta Ross, anybody recognize that name?

These seven people share some things in common, but they do not fit a single
mold. Four Americans, two British and one Albanian. Nightingale, Newton, Fuller,
Schoup and Day all come from well-to-do families. Agnes (Mother Teresa) is
brought up by a single mom. Araminta begins life as a slave.

Hear one of their stories...the story of Dorothy Day: nine-year-old Dorothy
lives with her family in San Francisco. April, 1906, what happens...( think of Haiti)?
The earthquake rocks the city. Buildings collapse. Fires erupt. Disaster leaves
more than half the population homeless.



Dorothy’s family flees California. They settle in Chicago. Her parents can only
afford a tenement room, quite a step down for the once prosperous family. Her
father eventually finds employment as a newspaper editor and moves his family into
a comfortable home. But the trauma of her youth pushes open a door, starts a
transformation, puts Dorothy on the course of vast change, which comes to fruition
in her later years. Along that course of transformation, young Dorothy has a
spiritual experience when she visits a friend. Dorothy knocks on the door.

“Come on in,” calls her friend’s mother.

Dorothy enters.

“In here,” the woman’s voice beckons.

In a bedroom, the woman kneels at the bedside, hands folded and head
bowed in an attitude of prayer. The woman looks up, tells Dorothy where to find
her friend, and then returns to her prayers. In later years, relating this simple
unremarkable encounter, Day recalls its profound effect upon her, “I felt a burst of
love for my friend’s mother on her knees at prayer, a burst of love that | have never
forgotten.”

Dorothy wins a scholarship and enters college. But studies fail to challenge
her, and the charms of college social life do not hold her. Something else calls.

With a restless spirit, she drops out of college...

Our two scripture readings are stories of call and transformation, too.

In our Hebrew scripture we read: “In the year that King Uzziah died...” The death of
a king, like the death of a president, shakes Isaiah’s world. Unexpected mourning
falls upon shoulders like unwanted weights. Uncertainty surrounds the succession.
Will there be civil unrest? Will there be civil war? Will foreign powers invade the
country before new leadership ascends the throne?

The scriptures continue with Isaiah’s vision: “the pivots on the thresholds
shake at the voices of those who call, the house fills with smoke.” Isaiah rocks, not
only from the king’s death, but from his sense of being in God’s presence. Keenly
aware of his own inadequacy, Isaiah feels overwhelmed and cries out, “Woe is me! |
am lost.”

And, in Luke’s Gospel we read of fisherman Peter. Peter reacts in a similar
way to Isaiah when he finds himself in the presence of Jesus. Peter protests, “Go
away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!”

For Isaiah and Peter, fear rears its ugly head. Isaiah’s fear seems
understandable. After all, God Almighty looks upon him. Peter’s fear on the other
hand, hmmm... Peter’s story is that he fears Jesus because Jesus works wonders
and Peter is unworthy. But, does Peter not fear that Jesus the wonder worker will
issue a call and require a change of Peter? We remember Isaiah and Peter as heroes

of our faith, but they are reluctant heroes.
2



Call and change shake our world. Call and change offer anxiety, uncertainty
and the unknown. What is that expression? Better the devil you know than ... the
one you do not know?

Many people resist call and change. They prefer to remain in their comfort
zones rather than meet the needs and demands of a changing world, rather than
respond to a God who is still speaking, still issuing a cry for radical love and justice.
Certainly, responding to call and change takes courage. Turning our backs to an old
way of life and embracing a new one daunts us. Family and friends will doubt our
sanity. People will ask, “What has gotten into you?” People will say “I like the old
familiar you, better than this new person standing before me.” Anyone in a Twelve
Step Program knows these sorts of responses. But, we live in a dynamic world, a
world that is constantly changing. If we are to live, we must respond to those
changes. We must change to meet the demands of our day.

Isaiah and Peter, confronted and challenged by God and Jesus, change. They
open themselves to the transforming process, open themselves to become God’s
agents. And they are transformed, as they work to transform the world around
them. As the approaching Lenten Season unfolds, we will remember in detail,
Peter’s back-sliding and his feet of clay. Peter says his prayers. After all, what is
courage but fear that has said its prayers. Peter lives into the transformation to
which he is called.

Which returns us to the people in our “Super Quiz.” What do they share in
common? Each of these people experiences a call to change and transformation.
They are transformed and they work to transform their worlds.

The men:

9 John Newton... He hears a call and turns his back on his lucrative slave trade.
He recognizes the suffering and evil he visits upon countless Africans. He
dedicates the remainder of his life to slavery’s abolition.

9 Lieutenant General David Schoup... World War 2 Medal of Honor recipient
and Commandant of the Marine Corps. He hears a call and becomes an
outspoken critic of the Vietnam War. Like President Eisenhower, Schoup
warns of the dangers of pouring money into the military-industrial complex.

1 Millard Fuller makes millions. His wife says his greed is killing their marriage.
He hears a call. He turns his back on his money madness. He starts building
affordable homes with the poor. He leaves us the legacy of Habitat for
Humanity and thousands of new homes for the poor across the world.



This month of February we honor women in mission. The women in our “Super
Quiz”:

9 Florence Nightingale hears a call and turns her back on her upper-class social
status, much to her mother’s distress and horror. Florence studies nursing.
She brings her skills and professionalism to England’s poor and impoverished.

1 Agnes Bojazhu, simple provincial woman from rural Albania. Agnes hears a
call and transforms into Mother Teresa. She heads to India where her care
for the poor becomes legendary.

9 Araminta Ross, takes a new name, Harriet, when she marries John Tubman.
We know her as... Harriet Tubman. She, too, hears a call and is transformed....
runaway slave, conductor on the Underground Railroad, women’s suffragette,
advocate for equal rights for all. She is a woman who would boldly sing the
words of our anthem, “I’m gonna live so God can use me.”

1 And Dorothy Day? Dorothy hears a call. She leaves college and settles in New
York City. Her memory of her friend’s mother at prayer instills in Dorothy the
power of the Holy Spirit. Her memory of Chicago’s poor neighbourhoods
impassions her to work with the poor. She starts the newspaper the Catholic
Worker, still published today, still sells for a penny. She also starts Catholic
Worker Homes whose core value is recognizing the God given dignity of all
people.

These people run the spectrum of the social strata: rich and poor, white and
Black. God’s call for change offers them anxiety, uncertainty, and the unknown, and
often very little money. Yet, they hear God’s call and they respond.

God still calls, calls us to transform our lives and to transform our world. Where
are we being called today? How do we respond?

Let us pray.

God, whose voice we hear calling us to new ways and new tasks. When we feel
unworthy like Isaiah and Peter, open us to your Holy Spirit and transform us into
your instruments for justice, peace and love. Help our motto be, “I’'m gonna live so
God can use me.” Remove the tendrils of class, wealth and comfort that hold us
back. Use us today. Amen.



