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 From our Pastor: 
 

Dear Church, 
 

September traditionally marks the beginning of the program year in the church and 

as I write I want to draw your attention to some of our kick-off events. First, we are 

kicking off our program year with a pancake breakfast on September 10th. 

Please join us in the lounge beginning at 9:30 am for fresh-made pancakes, juice,  

coffee, and more! September 10th also marks the official return of our choir/vocal ensemble, which 

comes with an invitation: Would you like to add your voice to the choir? Jim P, our music director, 

is a music educator at heart and thus, beginners and long-time singers are welcome! Talk to Jim 

on any Sunday if you would like more information, or email him at: 

jim@kirklandmusicacademy.com.         k  ♫ ♪ j ♫ j ♪ k 
 

September 10th also marks the kick-off of our fall preaching series, which is entitled 

“Encounters with the Holy.” Along with encountering some of the holy people of our faith—

from biblical times and contemporary times alike, I am also inviting folks from the congregation to 

take a turn providing the sermon and sharing a time when you have had an “encounter with  

holiness.” On Sundays when a lay person is sharing about their encounter with holiness I will 

work with them on their sermon, build the liturgy, and provide pastoral leadership in the other 

portions of the service. This is an opportunity to hear and learn from one another and celebrate the 

many ways that we experience God’s presence. If you would like to volunteer to share your “holy 

encounter,” please talk to me after worship or contact me via email or phone. 
 

Have I mentioned that our new church website is live? Our monthly newsletter can always be 

found under the “About Us” tab and information about current events will be posted on the website 

as well. Please bookmark the site and check it out at: kccucc.org.                
 

In last week’s sermon, based on Matthew 16:13-20 (Who do you say I am?) I shared my “Who I say 

Jesus is” statement and I have had several folks ask for a copy of that statement. As I share it I do 

so noting that it is/will always be a work in progress, but I believe part of our responsibility as 

Christians is to wrestle with our “Jesus is” statement. Here is what I shared on Sunday: 
      

     “Jesus is God’s beloved child who was born to teach the rest of us that we are likewise God’s  

     beloved children. Jesus came into the world so that we could recognize that for how big God is, 

     God can also be small, human, broken, and very real. Jesus was hope, compassion, and love 

     when disease, hatred, and hunger were the norm. Jesus didn’t care one bit for power, and so he 

     was an outcast. As such, he is a voice of the outcasts—standing with widows, immigrants, black 

     and brown people, queer kids, and lost souls. Jesus is a lot more likely to frustrate this straight 

     white male than comfort me—except when I need to be comforted. Jesus is the resurrection—of 

     love.”                                                                                                              (continued on page 4) 
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Learning  

Opportunities 
                                     by Gale P                     

We will kick off the Fall 2017 Christian  

Education Program on Sunday, Sept. 10th.  
 

The C.E. Committee is at work planning a  

variety of learning opportunities to meet the 

needs of the congregation, from our youngest 

members to our adults.    
  

Our Elementary  

aged children will  

participate in a  

multi-aged program 

using the Seasons of 

the Spirit resources. This class will be for  

children ages 5-11.   
 

Child care is provided by our beloved Joyce, 

for infants & toddlers, up to age 5, each  

Sunday in the nursery beginning at 10:15am. 
 

Many different opportunities for learning and 

faith development will be provided for adults 

throughout the year. We will start off the year 

with a documentary video series titled  

“Discover Islam”. The United Church of Christ 

was a partner in providing this video series. 

Each week will bring a new focus.  

       The topics are: 

  African Americans & Islam 

  Islam: Faith & History 

  Islam: An American Faith 

  Christians & Islam 

  Islam: A Faith Hijacked 

  Women in Islam 
 

In October, the Redmond MAPS Center is  

planning an inter-faith event as part of a  

nationwide Mosque Open House Campaign.  
  

For All ages:  Check out the website 

www.spiritseasons.com for Bible study 

groups, “Spirit Sightings” and an interactive 

“Action Zone” for kids. 

                                                          by Gale P 

Sunday, September 3rd: 
  Communion Sunday 10:30am 
 

Wednesday, September 6th: 
  40 Days of Prayer begins 
 

Sunday, September 10th: 

 Rally Sunday ~ 
  Pancake Breakfast in Lounge 

  9:30am 

  Choir returns to Worship Service  

  at 10:30am 

  Sunday School Resumes 
 

Sunday, September 17:th 
  Worship Service—10:30am 

  Sunday School 

  Adult Education class begins 

 Video Series in Helliwell  

 Room at 12:05pm 

  The Table resumes at 

  5:30pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, September 24th: 
  Worship Service—10:30am 

  Sunday School 

  Adult Education class -  

 Video Series in Helliwell  

 Room at 12:05pm 

Fall Program  

begins: 
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Forty Days of Prayer for 

Children 
                                                                                    by Gale P 

Begins on Wednesday,  

September 6th 
 

Light a Candle for Children, is an advocacy and 

prayer vigil project that invites congregations to join  

in Forty Days of Prayer for Children. It begins forty 

days prior to the national observance of Children’s 

Sabbath. This year we will observe the Children’s  

Sabbath on October 15th. 
  

This Year Again!!! 
 

Everyone will receive a votive candle 

holder with a wax or battery votive candle 

on: 

 Sunday, September 3, or September 10 
 

along with our KCC UCC  

Children’s Prayer Booklet                             
  

During the 40 days from September  6—October 15, 

you are asked to set aside times during the day to light 

your candle; reflect on the needs and gifts of children; 

and offer a prayer or share in a moment of silence remembering the children connected to our 

congregation in a variety of ways, as well as the needs of children in our community, state, 

country, and around the world.   
 

You do not need to return the candle, but keep it to pray for children as often as you wish 

during the 40 Days of Prayer. 

 
On Sunday mornings at KCC, we will place larger candles representing each of the 40 days, 

in the front of the sanctuary. These will be lit during the worship service and we will watch 

the flames grow in number as we journey towards Children’s Sabbath Sunday. 

 
We can and should make a difference where the needs, hopes and dreams of children are  

involved. Let the candle of their lives inspire you and light your pathway as you advocate on 

their behalf!                                 
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Children’s Sabbath ~ 17th Annual Healthy Start Project 
 

This year we will continue our expanded  

Children’s Sabbath Mission focus.   

What other needs do the families serviced by HopeLink have that limit 

their efforts to provide a healthy home for their children??? 
 

The Food Bank Coordinator for HopeLink provided us with a list of 8 items that are  

extremely important to these families, especially because they can not buy them with 

their EBT cards (an electronic benefit transfer card). 
 

Each of the 5 weeks during the 40 Days of Prayer, you are asked to bring the  

designated items to church, culminating on Children’s Sabbath Sunday, October 15th. 

If it is difficult for you to get out to shop, contributions to the Common Cents Fund 

are an excellent alternative — we will shop for you. 
 

 During the week of September 10—shop for Baby Wipes and Baby Shampoo 

   Return items to church on Sunday September 17th 
 

 Week of September 17—shop for Diapers (sizes 5 & 6) and Pull Ups 

     Return items on Sunday, September 24th 
 

 Week of September 24—shop for Facial Tissue and Bathroom Tissue 

     Return items on Sunday, October 1st 
 

 Week of October 1—shop for Bath soap and Laundry detergent 

     Return items on Sunday, October 8th 
 

 Week of October 8— shop for Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

     Return items on Sunday, October 15th 
 

Each week during the offering time, you will be invited to bring your donated items 

forward to be dedicated during the Prayer of Dedication. 
 

                                         Let’s make this happen !!!                   by Gale P 
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   (continued from page 1) 

Finally, I know that all of us are concerned about the people who have been devastated by  

Hurricane Harvey. Emergency relief donations can be made online through the United Church  

of Christ at: http://www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey. If you would like to send a check, you 

may make it payable to the United Church of Christ with Hurricane Harvey in the memo line 

and mail to:  

United Church of Christ c/o Financial Services   

700 Prospect Ave E.  

Cleveland, OH 44115-1100.  

The United Church of Christ will certainly be deploying teams to help in long-term relief  

efforts…stay tuned, and let me know if you are interested in potentially joining a relief team as I 

will hear when UCC folks are deploying to help. 
   
 

Blessings to all of you! 

See you in church,    
      

           Ryan 

http://www.ucc.org/disaster_hurricane_harvey


Women’s Holy Spirit 

          Poetry Group 
 

    Monday, September 11th 

       Helliwell Room 

        7:00-9:00 PM 

  

 Common      
Cents    
 Fund  

                  by Gale P 

 
Helping Children at  

Risk In our Community 
 

Thank you for your generosity over the 

past few months. Your pennies, nickels, 

dimes, quarters, and dollars which you 

contributed multiply quickly. The  

mission of the Common Cents fund is to 

help children at risk in our community.  
 

Thank you for your pennies and other 

loose change, and yes those dollar bills, 

too!  Keep them coming and together we 

can help a lot of children. The next big 

projects are the “Healthy Start Project”  

for Children’s Sabbath in October, a food 

item for Thanksgiving baskets, the “Tree 

of Angels” during Advent, and the Souper 

Bowl Sunday in early February. You can 

help make a difference in the lives of  

local children with your continued  

support of the Common Cents Fund. 
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GKEP Church Offers Support to 
Kirkland Community 

 

Give Blood, Give Life 

September 23rd 
 

Holy Family Catholic Parish 

is having a huge blood drive 

on September 23 in honor of 

one of their parish children 

who has cancer, and for all 

people who have cancer.      
 

They can accommodate up to 

150 donors.    
 

Below is the link to make an appointment.   

Look for #4 SweetJane  
 

https://schedule.psbc.org/DonorPortal/Schedule/

TimeSelect.aspx 

 

THE TABLE returns on Sunday, September 17th  

at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our September 

theme is: What do I Need?  
 

Come, sit at The Table with us! 

                                                                         by Ryan 

 
 
 

 

is a small gathering of folks who come  

together to share in conversation about  

various faith topics, from the perspective  

of  progressive Christian theology. Come  

and experience wonderful, thoughtful, and  

at times, challenging discussions, while  

respecting each persons point of view. These 

gatherings will resume on October 10th.  

Don’t keep it bottled up 
— Uncork your Faith! 



National Welcoming Week Is Happening Soon! 
                                                                                                                                                               by Sarah J 
                                          

National Welcoming Week 2017 is coming to East King County from September 15-24. 
During this week, we will join communities around the country in bringing together new 
and long-time residents in a spirit of unity, mutual appreciation, and connection with  
others. An underlying belief of the week’s organizers is that we all do better when we  
BELONG; and a sense of belonging, attachment to one’s community, and connection with 
others increases safety, health, and happiness. In our area we are lucky to have overall  
coordination of events by the Eastside Refugee and Immigration Coalition, ERIC, with 
leadership from ERIC director Debbie Lacy. 
 

Below is just a sampling of events and activities planned so far. Please go online at  
https://ericmembers.wordpress.com/calendar-2/ and read the Welcoming Week calendar 
to see more events and details about how you can participate. Check online often; more 
events will be added. (Check our church bulletin board for updates, too.) 

 Welcoming Kirkland, September 16, 1-4 p.m., Heritage Hall, 203 Market St.,  
      Kirkland. Hosts: Juanita Neighborhood Association, City of Kirkland, KirklandSafe 
 Community Picnic, September 17, 12:30-3 p.m., Kirkland Crestwoods Park,  
      1818 6th St. Hosts: Indivisible Kirkland Kenmore 
 Film about Syrian refugee family: “8 Borders, 8 Days”, September 17,  

6:30-9:00 p.m., First Congregational Church of Bellevue, 11061 NE 2nd, Bellevue. 
Hosts: First Congregational Church of Bellevue, Muslim Association of Puget Sound
-AMEN. 

 Ask a Muslim or Two: Community Dinner and Conversation, September 18,  
6-8:30 p.m., Crossroads Community Center, 16000 NE 10th St., Bellevue. Hosts: 
Eastside Refugee and Immigrant Coalition, Adams Interpreting and Mediation  
Service, City of Bellevue. Preregistration is required (see details at website above). 

All are invited to all events! If you have questions, see Sarah J. 

 
Kirkland Congregational Church Prayer List 

 

         In your time with God this week, please lift up the following people in prayer: 
                                                                                

Lisa G                                                  Ellen Z                                              Kellie G                                  
Ruth W                                              LaVerne F                                            Jani G                                         
Brenda B                                              Jerry R                                               Barbara L                                    
Dorris K                                              Judy H                                               Winter  L                                         
Ruth R                                                Donna C                                              Verna T                               
Mary C                                                 Lisa S                                         
                                                       Victims of abuse                                                                        
Victims of crimes and violence                                                       Victims of natural disasters                                             
Residents of Camp Unity                                                                        Residents of Tent City4                 
                                                  

Please contact the church office to add someone to the prayer list or to have a name  
removed.  Call 425.822.3811 or email kccucc.office@gmail.com. 
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Free Recycling Event 
 

Anything with a Plug 
Plus:  appliances-any size, no limit; car batteries, computer 

batteries, medical equipment, ink toner & cartridges 
scrap metal:  bikes, tools, BBQs, lawn  

mowers, metal furniture, exercise equipment 
 

Do Not Bring:  televisions, wood, glass, chemicals, hazardous waste, 
paint, tires, or alkaline batteries. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Saturday, September 16th: 9:00 am—3:00 pm 
Kirkland Congregational United Church of Christ 

106—5th Avenue, Kirkland 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Working with “1 Green Planet”  
A local non profit 501 ©(3) recycling organization that gives back to 

the community. Our business is to create a greener planet by helping 
you recycle equipment you no longer need. Your donations help  

support education and training programs, local food banks, homeless 
shelters, hospitals, and other causes. 

~~~~~~~~~ 
Cash donations to Kirkland Congregational Church for providing this service are 

welcome. Your donations help support the ministry, mission and outreach  
programs of Kirkland Congregational United Church of Christ. 
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Living the Season of Creation  

 

Season of Creation                                                                            by Gale P 
 

The Season of Creation is now being celebrated in a number of countries around the 

world. Aqua, the blue green colour of the planet Earth when viewed from outer space, 

invites us into the Season of Creation, and the pulsing of God’s spirit that moves in and 

through all creation. During this four-week season, we experience the deep impulse of 

God’s word that calls forth creation and stirs life. We affirm our kinship with everything 

God has created and is creating, are made conscious of the crisis of human domination, 

and encouraged to live in and toward a vision of new heavens and new earth.  
 

Why a Season of Creation? There is a growing concern in Christian communities 

about the ecological crisis and the way Earth has been treated. One of the most effective 

ways to focus this interest, we believe, is through worship. By concentrating our worship 

on God’s creation and worshipping with creation, we are more likely to find ways to heal 

rather than exploit our planet.  
 

 As we journey through this Season of Creation, may we be mindful of the overarching 

theme for this year – God’s Word. We are reminded that “The Word is a deep impulse 

summoning forth creation, evoking praise from creation and stirring life in creation.”  

May we find our lives stirred that, as part of creation, we might praise God! 

September 3 ~ Forest Sunday 
 

Genesis 2:4b–22 

Psalm 139:13–16 

Acts 17:22–28 

John 3:1–16 

   

Something to think about, talk 

about, or do  
When the church was just beginning,  

followers of Jesus would travel around to 

share God’s love like Jesus did. One of  

these people was a man called Paul.  

Paul went to many places and had many  

exciting adventures, and some worrying  

experiences. Some of these adventures  

and experiences were written down and  

eventually became part of the Bible. In this 

week’s story, Apostle Paul is travelling in 

Athens and speaks to a group of judicial 

leaders. Paul is impressed with an altar  

he finds in the city. It is inscribed with the 

words “to an unknown God.” Paul tells the 

leaders that, in his experience, God can be 

known. God created everything and, in God, 

all creation “lives and moves and has its  

being.” Therefore, we can know God by  

looking at creation – being part of  

creation. On Forest Sunday, we can think 

about the forests and trees that give us 

breath.  

Together this week: 

Paul reminded the Athenians that God’s 

love is all around and, wherever love is, it is 

meant to be shared.  

*Make tree markers by gluing craft 

sticks into a “T” shape. Decorate the 

markers.  

*Adopt an individual tree near your 

home and designate the tree with the 

marker.  

*How might you get to know your tree 

and care for it?  



Prayer: 
     Come, let us celebrate God who made 

     the world and everything in it and  

     who gives us life and breath. (Breathe 

     in and exhale slowly.) Life and breath 

     and all things. Creator God, we love 

     you and this amazing world. We are 

     grateful for all that is made. Amen.  
 

September 10 ~ Land Sunday 
 

Genesis 3:14–19; 4:8–16 

Psalm 139:7–12 

Romans 5:12–17 

Matthew 12:38–40 
 

Something to think about, talk about, 

or do  
The book of Psalms is a collection of songs, 

poems, and prayers written a long time ago.  

The poet of Psalm 139 celebrates that God is 

everywhere. There is nowhere we can go 

away from the presence of God. God is there 

to guide and support us, no matter what. 

This is both a comfort and a challenge. If God 

is always present, then there is nothing we 

have to do, and nowhere we have to go to find 

God, and that is comforting. God challenges 

us, however, to respond to every situation 

with hope and trust.  
 

Together this week: 
On this Land Sunday, when we think about 

God being everywhere, we can know that God 

is in every land and every landscape.  

Discuss:  
*About what sad things might the land 

near you sing? (You might think of 

things such as litter or drought or other 

hardships.)  

*How might the land say it experiences 

God’s love always and everywhere?  
 

The presence of soil is necessary to the land. 

Healthy soil is the  basis for all the food we  

 

eat. Look for a land restoration project 

in which your household can participate.  

What can you learn together about soil and 

soil conservation?  

Celebrate soil by doing something fun in 

the dirt, such as making mud pies, planting 

seeds, or playing games.  
 

Prayer:  
     Come, let us celebrate God who made 

     the world and everything in it and  

     who gives us life and breath.  

     (Breathe in and exhale slowly.) Life 

     and breath and all things. Amen.  
 

September 17 ~ Wilderness/ 

   Outback Sunday 
 

 

Joel 1:8–10, 17–20 

Psalm 18:6–19 

Romans 8:18–27 

Matthew 3:13—4:2  

or Mark 1:9–13 
 

Something to 

think about, talk 

about, or do  
 

There are many different styles of writing 

in our Bible, such as stories, poetry, letters, 

and songs. This week’s reading is a part of 

a letter that was written to one of the first 

Christian churches. It talks about creation. 

As we listen, we can think of the  

wilderness/outback and all creation  

waiting. The apostle Paul writes to the  

people in the church in Rome about hope. 

He encourages the people to keep their 

hopes up, even in difficult times. Through 

prayer and remembering, we can trust that 

God knows what is in our hearts and 

minds. We might be groaning now, but the 

Spirit is with us to help see us through and 

help us trust in the good in everything. 
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Together this week:  
We know that much of creation is groaning 

because humans have not treated it very 

well. Paul also talks about hope.  

*What do you think makes Earth 

groan?  

*If possible, go together to a place 

where you can listen to the non–

human elements of creation.  

*Try to imagine the sounds of the  

wilderness or outback. What sounds 

do you hear?  
 

Prayer:  
 Come, let us celebrate God who 

 made the world and everything in 

 it and who gives us life and 

 breath. (Breathe in and exhale 

 slowly.) Life and breath and all 

 things. Creator God, we love you 

 and this amazing world. We are 

 grateful for all that is made. 

 Amen.  
 

September 24 ~ River Sunday 
  

Genesis 8:20–22; 9:12–17 

Psalm 104:27–33 

Revelation 22:1–5 

Matthew 28:1–10 
 
 

Something to think 

about, talk about, 

or do  
In the book of Revelation, the writer uses a 

particular kind of writing to describe a 

dream of what the world is like when filled 

with God’s love.  

The river of life is a beautiful vision in this 

story from Revelation. It flows crystal 

clear, down the middle of the city and  is 

lined with fruit trees that grow a different 

fruit every month of the year. The leaves of 

the trees are a medicine that heals the  

nations. The vision is full of light and life, 

where everything is healthy and free, and all 

creation is renewed. River Sunday in the  

Season of Creation celebrates the power of  

rivers to bring life to all the places of creation 

into which they flow.  
 

Together this week  
When we welcome others, we  

welcome the Spirit of God within them.  

*Talk together about ways to be  

welcoming, and write the ideas on a 

piece of paper under the heading 

“Our Welcoming Ways.”  

*Decide on a welcome project you can 

do together.  

*Invite everyone to pay particular  

attention during the week to times 

when they say or hear the phrase, 

“you’re welcome.”  
 

Prayer: 
 Come, let us celebrate God who 

 made the world and everything 

         in it and who gives us life and 

 breath. (Breathe in and exhale 

 slowly.) Life and breath and all 

 things. Creator God, we love you 

 and this amazing world. We are 

 grateful for all that is made. 

 Amen.  
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We have registration forms in the lounge (or ask Ryan)  

if you are interested in attending this event! 
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